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noted below (these points are raised simply
as a reminder):

3.1 The training program should focus on
training provided to vessel personnel.

3.2 An organization is comprised of indi-
viduals, and a training program should be
structured to recognize this fact by ensuring
that training is tailored to the needs of the
individuals involved in the program.

3.3 An owner or operator may identify
equivalent work experience which fulfills
specific training requirements.

3.4 The training program should include
participation in periodic announced and un-
announced exercises. This participation
should approximate the actual roles and re-
sponsibilities of individuals as specified in
the response plan.

3.5 Training should be conducted periodi-
cally to reinforce the required knowledge
and to ensure an adequate degree of pre-
paredness by individuals with responsibil-
ities under the vessel response plan.

3.6 Training may be delivered via a num-
ber of different means; including classroom
sessions, group discussions, video tapes, self
study workbooks, resident training courses,
on-the-job training, or other means as
deemed appropriate to ensure proper instruc-
tion.

3.7 New employees should complete the
training program prior to being assigned job
responsibilities which require participation
in emergency response situations.

4. Conclusion

The information in this appendix is only
intended to assist response plan preparers in
reviewing the content of and in modifying
the training section of their response plans.
It may be more comprehensive than is need-
ed for some vessels and not comprehensive
enough for others. The Coast Guard expects
that plan preparers have determined the
training needs of their organizations created
by the development of the response plans and
the actions identified as necessary to in-
crease the preparedness of the company and
its personnel to respond to actual or threat-
ened discharges of oil from their vessels.

[CGD 91–034, 61 FR 1107, Jan. 12, 1996]
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Subpart A—Oil and Hazardous
Material Transfer Operations

§ 156.100 Applicability.
This subpart applies to the transfer

of oil or hazardous material on the
navigable waters or contiguous zone of
the United States to, from, or within
each vessel with a capacity of 250 bar-
rels or more; except that, this subpart
does not apply to transfer operations
within a public vessel.

[CGD 86–034, 55 FR 36255, Sept. 4, 1990]

§ 156.105 Definitions.
Except as specifically stated in a sec-

tion, the definitions in § 154.105 of this
chapter apply to this subpart.

[CGD 90–071a, 59 FR 53291, Oct. 21, 1994]

§ 156.107 Alternatives.
(a) The COTP may consider and ap-

prove alternative procedures, methods,
or equipment standards to be used by a
vessel or facility operator in lieu of
any requirements in this part if:

(1) Compliance with the requirement
is economically or physically imprac-
tical;
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(2) The vessel or facility operator
submits a written request for the alter-
native at least 30 days before oper-
ations under the alternative are pro-
posed, unless the COTP authorizes a
shorter time; and

(3) The alternative provides an equiv-
alent level of safety and protection
from pollution by oil or hazardous ma-
terial, which is documented in the re-
quest.

(b) The COTP takes final approval or
disapproval action on any alternative
requested, in writing, within 30 days of
receipt of the request.

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7177, Jan. 31, 1980, as
amended by CGD 86–034, 55 FR 36255, Sept. 4,
1990]

§ 156.110 Exemptions.
(a) The Assistant Commandant for

Marine Safety and Environmental Pro-
tection, acting for the Commandant,
may grant an exemption or partial ex-
emption from compliance with any re-
quirement in this part, and the District
Commander may grant an exemption
or partial exemption from compliance
with any operating condition or re-
quirement in subpart C of this part, if:

(1) The vessel or facility operator
submits an application for exemption
via the COTP at least 30 days before
operations under the exemption are
proposed, unless the COTP authorizes a
shorter time; and

(2) It is determined, from the applica-
tion, that:

(i) Compliance with a specific re-
quirement is economically or phys-
ically impractical;

(ii) No alternative procedures, meth-
ods, or equipment standards exist that
would provide an equivalent level of
safety and protection from pollution by
oil or hazardous material; and

(iii) The likelihood of oil or hazard-
ous material being discharged as a re-
sult of the exemption is minimal.

(b) If requested, the applicant must
submit any appropriate information,
including an environmental and eco-
nomic assessment of the effects of and
reasons for the exemption and proposed
procedures, methods or equipment
standards.

(c) The exemption may specify the
procedures, methods, or equipment
standards that will apply.

(d) An exemption is granted or denied
in writing. The decision of the Assist-
ant Commandant for Marine Safety
and Environmental Protection is a
final agency action.

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7177, Jan. 31, 1980, as
amended by CGD 88–052, 53 FR 25122, July 1,
1988; CGD 86–034, 55 FR 36255, Sept. 4, 1990;
CGD 93–081, 60 FR 45017, Aug. 29, 1995; CGD
96–026, 61 FR 33666, June 28, 1996; CGD 93–056,
61 FR 41461, Aug. 8, 1996; CGD 97–023, 62 FR
33364, June 19, 1997]

§ 156.111 Incorporation by reference.
(a) Certain material is incorporated

by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1
CFR part 51. To enforce any edition
other than that specified in paragraph
(b) of this section, the Coast Guard
must publish notice of the change in
the FEDERAL REGISTER; and the mate-
rial must be available to the public. All
approved material is available for in-
spection at the Office of the Federal
Register, 800 North Capitol Street,
NW., suite 700, Washington, DC, and at
the U.S. Coast Guard, Office of Compli-
ance (G–MOC), 2100 Second Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20593–0001 and is avail-
able from the sources indicated in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) The material approved for incor-
poration by reference in this part and
the sections affected are as follows:

Oil Companies International Marine Forum
(OCIMF)

15th Floor, 96 Victoria Street, London
SW1E 5JW, England.

Ship to Ship Transfer Guide (Petroleum),
Second Edition, 1988—156.330.

International Chamber of Shipping

12 Carthusian Street, London EC1M 6EB,
England.

Guide to Helicopter/Ship Operations, Third
Edition, 1989—156.330.

[CGD 93–081, 60 FR 45017, Aug. 29, 1995, as
amended by CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33666, June 28,
1996]

§ 156.112 Suspension order.
The COTP or OCMI may issue a sus-

pension order to suspend transfer oper-
ations to the vessel or facility operator
when the COTP or OCMI finds there is
a condition requiring action to prevent
the discharge or threat of discharge of
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